2             ENGLISH   VOYAGES   TO   THE   CARIBBEAN
meet this emergency to assemble what fighting men there are there,
and to prevent the enemy from landing to obtain water and informa-
tion. He is to keep me advised. I sent out two others, one along the
north shore and the other along the south, to reconnoitre those ports
and report.
The one who went to the south coast returned today with a letter
from the alcalde of Salamanca which it seems the messenger took
from a courier he met on the way, who was bringing it to me. This
letter relates that the next morning after those above mentioned had
arrived, three large ships appeared off El Desecho, which is about
eight leagues from where they lay. The shallop of the fleet of seven
which was off the coast, on sighting these ships went to them (p. 2)
and immediately returned to its own vessels. These made sail forth-
with, the one having been repaired. They steered for La Mona,
which is on the course for Santo Domingo. The three which had just
come up joined them but because night fell those watching could not
see whether they sailed eastward along the north coast toward this
city, as they might do.
This messenger whom I sent along the south coast, who brought
me the letter, reported that on Monday the 22nd nineteen sail
passed along that south shore past Coamo, and the following
Wednesday a ship entered the port of Bayamo which is near there,
struck sail and fired a gun. It must have been looking for some
pinnace it had sent to reconnoitre and when it did not find it, made
sail.
I would add that the fleet of seven sail asked the people on shore
if they wanted to barter for women, and inquired who was governor
of Puerto Rico.
It is my opinion that the nineteen vessels which passed along the
south coast on Monday were the New Spain fleet because on the pre-
A* de. 7.3 54-3-20, Santo Domingo 169, interrogatory and depositions concerning
services he rendered at this time) were to reconnoitre, to report, to prevent the
enemy from taking on water or subsistence and from trading, and to capture a
prisoner. The questionnaire and replies show that on the third day out from San
Juan he arrived at Punta de la Canoa, where Hawkins' fleet then lay. On July 31
from ambush, his force being himself and seven men, he watched the English take
on water. They were about 150 men. When three boatloads had returned he fell
upon two men who were washing clothes in the stream, took one alive and made
off with him, despite pursuit.
This prisoner's name was Robert. Under torture he 'divulged the enemy's
design and that they were thieves and among those who went to sack Isla de Fuego
near Cape Verde.' See also A. de /., 143-3-16, Indiferente General 1097, deposi-
tion, Antonio Gonzalez, Seville, May 9,1584. Despite search the editor did not find
Robert's deposition.